The Sacrament of Holy Communion
January 1, 2012

Invitation to the Table

Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God! According to Luke, when our risen
Lord was at the table with his disciples, he took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and
gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him. This is the Lord’s
table. Our Savior invites those who trust him to share the feast which he has prepared.

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving

L: The Lord be with you.

P: And also with you.

L: Lift up your hearts.

P: We lift them to the Lord,

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, God of majesty and
splendor. Throughout the ages you called your people to love and serve you, and to be
your light among the nations. We praise you that in the fullness of time, you revealed your
love by sending your Son Jesus to be the Light of the world. He came to heal our
brokenness and to set before us the ways of justice and peace.

[lumine our hearts, O God, with the radiance of Christ’s presence, that our lives may
show forth his love in this weary world. Teach us to befriend the lost, to serve the poor, to
reconcile our enemies, and to love our neighbors. Keep us faithful in your service until
Christ comes in final victory and we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your
eternal realm.

All: Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and
honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

L: With confidence in God’s saving mercies in Jesus Christ, let us pray: “Our Father,
who art in heaven...... ”
Words of Institution

Communion of God’s Beloved People

Prayer after Communion

God of all grace, by the gift of your Spirit, give us power to do your work, to show your
love and to live holy and joyful lives. We praise you for Jesus, who is life and light. In
the Savior’s name we pray, Amen.

WOODSTOCK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY, JANUARY 1,2012-11:00 AM
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

“I was glad when they said to me,
‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!’” Psalm 122:1

Welcome to all who gather to worship today! We hope you feel warmly welcomed and even “at home,”
for all are welcome in God’s house! If you are a guest today, we are honored by your presence with us
and hope to see you again! Everyone is asked to sign the Friendship Register located in the pew. All are
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WPC Vision &
Mission Statement

Growing and Building in
the Love of Christ
Ephesians 4:16

We ENVISION a church
that:

¥ Is kind, generous,
hospitable and
welcoming.

¥ Involves everyone in
local and global
mission.

¥ Treats everyone as a
Child of God.

¥ Shares our time,
talents, and treasure.

Our MISSION is to grow
and build in:

T Faith through worship,

prayer, and Bible study.

T Fellowship with one
another and with
guests.

T Hospitality shown to
our community and
world.

¥ Facilities that are
exceptional and
accessible.

* The congregation
is invited to stand.

WE GATHER TO WORSHIP

Prelude He Shall Feed His Flock . . . Messiah Handel
Welcome and Announcements

(Please sign the Friendship Pads located in each pew.)
Call to Worship (Psalm 148) Pat Ladehoff

Leader: Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise
God in the heights!

People: Praise God, all you angels; praise the Lord, the heavenly
host!

Leader: God has raised up a horn for all people ~

People: Praise the Lord!

*Hymn 56 (verses 1-3)  The First Nowell

*Opening Prayer (pray together)

Loving God, we praise you for Jesus who came that we might
have life and have it abundantly. In this season of Christmastide, bind
our hearts to you that we may be guided by your Spirit and respond
with faith and trust. In the Savior’s name we pray, Amen.

Invitation to Confession of Sin

Confessing our Sins to God

God of endless mercy, we are your children, saved by grace in Jesus
Christ. Yet we do not live as your heirs. We neglect deeds of justice
and seek our own pleasures. You have sent the Spirit of your Son into
our hearts, yet we refuse to acknowledge your rule in our lives.
Forgive us, we pray. Remind us of the story of salvation, that we may
delight once more to be your children.........(Time for silent confession)
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Words of Assurance and Pardon

Leader: In Jesus, those who lived under the law are redeemed. Let
us give thanks and praise to God for this unspeakable gift of grace
and new life! Brothers and sisters, this day and always, believe the
Good News of the Gospel:

People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! Amen!

WE EXPERIENCE GOD’S WORD

Anthem  Beautiful Star of Bethlehem A. Pace/F. Boyce

Scripture Readings

T Epistle
T Gospel

Galatians 4:4-7
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 2:1-12

Minister: This is the Word of the Lord ~
People: Thanks be to God!

Message  “Christmas: The Continuing Story” Rev. Lisa Webb

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

*Hymn 56 (verses 4-6) The First Nowell

*The Apostles’ Creed

1 believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Glory Be to the
Father
Glory be to the
Father, and to the
Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; As it was in
the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen! Amen!

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be
Thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth
as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our
daily bread. And
forgive us our debts
as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us
not into temptation,
but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the
kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.

Doxology
Praise God from
whom all blessings
flow; Praise Him, all
creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye
heavenly host; Praise
Father, Son and Holy
Ghost. Amen.

*Glory Be to the Father # 579 (words at left of page)
Prayers of the People of God

Sharing Our Gifts with God and Neighbor

Offertory My Gift for Him

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication (words at left of page)

*Communion Hymn 53  What Child Is This

Sacrament of Holy Communion (bulletin back)

WE DEPART TO SERVE

*Hymn 27 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child

*Benediction

*Congregational Benediction Away in the Manger

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven to live with Thee there.
*Postlude

Glory To God! Price/Besig

The Sanctuary flowers and a donation to the Building Fund are
y7 given in loving memory of Donald H. Garman, Sr. on the 23rd
anniversary of his death by Herbie, Dianne, and Jessica Garman.




