April 12 2020 -EASTER SUNDAY Worship @ Home Guide
Woodstock Presbyterian Church, 142 E. Court St., Woodstock, VA 22664
You are encouraged to use this as a guide for worship at home.
A visual version of our worship will broadcast on the church website by Sunday at 9:30am,
and will premiere at 11:00am on FaceBook, where it will remain.
Join at a time convenient for you. Songs and hymns are included
– you are invited to sing, hum, or simply pray over their words.
We gather in Spirit with trust in our ever-present God, who conquered death for us. +Pastor Kate

PRELUDE
Prepare your hearts with music
Alleluias are especially appropriate!

GREETING
Early on the first day of the week,
the disciples of Jesus went to the tomb
where he had been buried
only to find that the stone had been rolled away
and the tomb was empty.
Friends, we gather here as Christ’s disciples,
on the first day of the week,
to celebrate the good news of the gospel:
Jesus Christ has risen from the dead!

+CALL TO WORSHIP
People of God, we are witnesses to these things:
that Christ died, hanging on a cross;
that God raised him from the dead on the third day;
that he is coming again in glory to reign.
This is the good news we tell to all the world:
Jesus Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

+Opening Hymn #232 Jesus Christ is Risen Today

Luke 24:1; John 20:1

Reading

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

1

O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!

2

Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”

14

The LORD is my strength and my might;
he has become my salvation.
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LORD does valiantly;
the right hand of the LORD is exalted;
the right hand of the LORD does valiantly.”

15
16

I shall not die, but I shall live,
and recount the deeds of the LORD.
18 The LORD has punished me severely,
but he did not give me over to death.
17

19

Open to me the gates of righteousness,
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.

20

This is the gate of the LORD;
the righteous shall enter through it.

21

I thank you that you have answered me
and have become my salvation.
The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
This is the LORD’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

22

23
24

Moment with Children
Butterflies are a sign of new life – what was hidden has been transformed into new life!
Color this butterfly and remember that Christ is Risen!

Reading

John 20:1-18

1Early

on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that
the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the
tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb
first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon
Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth
that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then
the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did
not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their
homes.
11But

Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at
the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my

Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, she turned round and saw
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you
weeping? For whom are you looking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!”
She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not
hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.‘” 18Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

Sermon
What word, image or phrase caught your attention?
How has the assurance of God’s presence comforted you in troubled times?
How are you being led by God today?
What does this word from God prompt you to change?
+Affirmation of Faith – Apostles’ Creed
Let the faithful stand together to proclaim what we believe:
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen

Offering
The Church and the world need generosity now more than ever. Out of gratitude for all that we have received,
let us lend ourselves to the glory of God and the love of neighbor.
Woodstock Presbyterian Church remains dedicated to supporting our local, national, and worldwide ministries.
Every prayer and penny count. Checks can be mailed to the church. Please learn more about the important
work supported by the One Great Hour of Sharing below.

+Hymn This Easter Celebration (tune of The Church’s One Foundation)

Prayers of Thanksgiving & Intercession
Let us unite our hearts in prayer, saying,
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For the Church throughout the world,
that as we celebrate the feast of Jesus’ resurrection,
we may renew our faith and strengthen our witness
in Jesus’ name.
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For pastors, teachers, and ministers,
that they be wise in leadership, humble in service, and fearless
in the face of evil;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For the governments of the world and its leaders, that they may practice compassion
and reject the politics that use death and suffering as
means of control;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For our planet Earth,
that people may be good stewards of its resources
and share in its abundance;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For the poor and the stranger,
that they may receive a place of refuge, hope, and hospitality;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For the sick and those in distress,
that they may find healing for their pain
and be restored to fullness of life;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For our neighbors,
that together we may dwell in harmony;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
For our enemies,
that we may love them
and be agents of reconciliation in the name of Jesus;
God of Resurrection, hear our prayer.
Almighty God,
receive these prayers we offer,
and by the power of your Holy Spirit

use us for the sake of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
In his name we pray. Amen.
The Lord's Prayer
We lift our prayers with our siblings in Christ around the globe,
praying as Christ taught:
Our Father,
who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen

+Hymn 238 Thine is the Glory

+Charge
Beloved church,
behold the victory of our God:
Jesus, our Lord, has conquered the grave.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Sin and death shall reign no more.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Let this place resound with joy.
Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God.

Where God is, there is hope for the suffering and the vulnerable. Received during the season of Lent, One
Great Hour of Sharing is the single, largest way that Presbyterians join together to share God’s love with our
neighbors-in-need around the world.
Each gift to One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in challenging situations
through three impactful programs:
PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE Restorers of Streets to Live In Works alongside communities as they
recover and find hope after the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters

PRESBYTERIAN HUNGER PROGRAM Share your Bread with the Hungry Takes action to alleviate hunger and the
systemic causes of poverty so all may be fed
SELF-DEVELOPMENT OF PEOPLE Loose the Bonds of Injustice Invests in communities responding to their
experiences of racism, oppression, poverty and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the impact of these
societal ills
Thanks to your heartfelt gifts, One Great Hour of Sharing currently supports projects in over 100 countries.
IF WE ALL DO A LITTLE, IT ADDS UP TO A LOT!

